
5 8 8  BOOK REVIEWS VOL. 19  (1956) 

Statistics o/ Therapeutic Trials, p a r  G. HERDAN,  E l s e v i e r  P u b l i s h i n g  Co. ,  A m s t e r d a m ,  

1955,  x v i  + 367  p a g e s ,  80 t a b l e s ,  44  i l lus . ,  5 o s .  

Une  double difficult6 freine le d~ve loppement  de la s t a t i s t ique  mddicale:  en m6decine plus  qu 'a i l -  
ieurs les c i rcons tances  concrbtes qui  e n t o u r e n t  l 'observa t ion  des fai ts  y r enden t  d61icat l 'emploi  
b ru ta l  des m6thodes  s t a n d a r d  de la s t a t i s t ique  m a t h 6 m a t i q u e ;  ensuite,  il exis te  une  cer ta ine 
r @ u g n a n c e  des chercheurs  ~t s ' ass imi ler  une  t echn ique  /~ laquelle rien ne les a prdpar6s au cours  
de leurs ~tudes et  don t  l 'efficacit6 d6pend plus  de l ' intel l igence des pr incipes  abs t ra i t s  et  des 
ddmarches  g6n6rales que  de la mal t r i se  dans  la rou t ine  des calculs num6r iques .  On en est  donc 
encore en m6decine ~ un  s tade  d@ass6  pa r  les psychologues  ou les ing6nieurs,  celui off l 'enseigne- 
m e n t  de la s t a t i s t i que  dolt  se Iaire s u r t o u t  par  des applicat ions,  et le livre de HERDAN est un  
succ~s de ce po in t  de vue :  t ou t  en c o u v r a n t  la p lus  g rande  par t ie  de la s t a t i s t ique  math t6mat ique  
61dmentaire (chi-carr6, t es t  de STUDENT, ana lyse  de r6gression, etc.) il a su ~viter au m a x i m u m  
les d6mons t r a t i ons  superflues.  De m 6 m e  l 'emploi  c o n s t a n t  d ' u n  vocabula i re  m~dical  r end ra  p lus  
famil ier  l 'acc~s de ce domaine  aux  non sp6cialistes qui  t r ouve ron t  en outre  des indica t ions  uti les 
sur  la m6 thode  des probits ,  les tables  de survie  et concession dange reuse / t  la mode  que lques  
calculs a b u s i v e m e n t  reli~s /~ la th6orie de l ' in format ion .  

Pour  pa rven i r  5~ son but ,  l ' au t eu r  a choisi la vole qui  se rpente  l en t emen t  d ' u n  exemple  h 
un  au t r e  et  s ' y  a r r f t e  chaque  fois le t e m p s  n6cessaire pour  d iscuter  en d6tail les pr~mices m6dicaux,  
les r a i s o n n e m e n t s  et les calculs. Le m6decin  qui  au ra  la pat ience  d '6 tudier  eonsc ienc ieusement  
les n o m b r e u x  exemples  t ra i t6s  en  re t i rera  sans  a u c u n  dou te  une  solide compr6hens ion  des prin- 
p a u x  outi ls  s t a t i s t iques  et  pou r ra  les appl iquer  aux  ques t ions  qui  l ' in t6ressen t  pe r sonne l l emen t  
et qui  ne f igurent  pas  dans  l 'ouvrage .  Malgr6 des lacunes  ( t r@on6matoses ,  malad ies  @id6miques ,  
probl~mes  propres  5~ la psyehia t r ie ,  pa r  exemple),  le b ios ta t i s t ic ien  profess ionnel  t r ouve ra  dans  
' ouv rage  en ques t ion  une  g rande  r ichesse de r e m a r q u e s  et de r6flexions p a r a - s t a t i s t i q u e s  qui, 
regroupdes  maladie  pa r  maladie ,  lui faci l i teront  l 'd tude  de problbmes  n o u v e a u x .  

M. P. SCHOTZEN~ERGER (Paris) 

Colds Practical Physiological Chemistry, i o t h  E d . ,  r e v i s e d  a n d  r e w r i t t e n  b y  E .  

BALDWIN AND D.  J. BELL. W .  H e i f e r  a n d  S o n s  L t d . ,  C a m b r i d g e  1955.  x + 261 

p p . ,  23  f igs . ,  2 IS .  

After  22 years  a new edi t ion has  appeared  of the  late S. W. COLE'S Practical Physiological Che- 
mistry, one of t he  m o s t  wel l -known s t u d e n t  t ex tbooks  on th is  subject .  The  rap id  deve lopmen t  
of Physiological  Chemis t ry  du r ing  the  las t  two decades  necess i ta ted  a comple te  revision.  Mr. COLE 
could no t  have  found more  su i tab le  col labora tors  to e n t r u s t  with  th is  task .  While  re ta in ing  the  
original  plan,  t h e y  have  succeeded in reduc ing  cons iderab ly  the  size of the  book. Conciseness  
has  no t  been  gained a t  t he  sacrifice of c la r i ty ;  on t he  cont ra ry ,  in lucidi ty  of express ion th is  
edi t ion su rpasses  its predecessors .  For  those  u n a c q u a i n t e d  wi th  the  p lan  of t he  book the  t i t les 
of the  chap te r s  m a y  be e n u m e r a t e d  here :  H y d r o g e n  Ion Concen t ra t ion ;  Some Phys ica l  Proper t ies  
of Solut ions ;  Reac t ions  of the  C a rbohyd ra t e s ;  Pro te ins ;  Lipids :  Fa t  and  Associa ted Subs tances :  
Bile; The  C h e m i s t r y  of Some Foods;  Digest ion and  the  Diges t ive  E n z y m e s ;  The  Red Blood 
Corpuscles:  P i g m e n t s  of Blood and  Bile; Ur ine:  Qua l i t a t ive  Analys is ;  Q u a n t i t a t i v e  Analys is :  
General  Techn ique ;  Q u a n t i t a t i v e  Analys is  of Blood; Q u a n t i t a t i v e  Analys is  of Ur ine;  Detec t ion  
of Subs tances  of Physiological  In te res t .  Addi t ional  appendices  con ta in  some  useful  tables  and  
ins t ruc t ions  for t he  use  of cer ta in  i n s t rumen t s .  

This  book is p r imar i ly  in t ended  for use  by  medical  s t u d e n t s :  it is mos t l y  concerned  wi th  
clinical chemis t ry ,  wi th  emphas i s  on qua l i t a t ive  analysis .  As such  it will u n d o u b t e d l y  of ten  be 
consu l t ed  aga in  in la ter  years  when  t he  s t u d e n t s  have  become es tab l i shed  pract ioners ,  and  
deservedly  so, for the  m a t t e r  of choice could no t  have  been more  admi r ab ly  presented .  

However ,  t he  " n e w  a p p r o a c h "  lies more  in the  m a n n e r  of p re sen ta t ion  t h a n  in the  choice 
of the  sub jec t  ma t t e r .  This  is ha rd l y  different  f rom t h a t  of t h i r t y  or more  years  ago. Whi le  
agreeing in genera l  wi th  the  au t ho r s  t h a t  it  is bes t  to keep to t ime- t e s t ed  exercises for didact ical  
purposes ,  one wonders  whe t he r  the  t ime  had  no t  come to tes t  some  new exper iments .  One  regret-  
ful ly misses  t he  appl ica t ion  of new techniques ,  t h a t  have  found  wide appl ica t ion  in a surpr i s ing ly  
shor t  t ime,  such  as pape r  c h r o m a t o g r a p h y ,  ion exchange  c h r o m a t o g r a p h y ,  paper  electrophoresis .  
Also, it is a p i ty  t h a t  no expe r i men t s  have  been included i l lus t ra t ing  the  act ion of enzymes  in 
i n t e rmed ia ry  me tabo l i s m  and  biological oxidat ion.  For  a pract ical  course cer ta in ly  also has  a 
func t ion  in suppor t ing ,  by  well-chosen exper iments ,  a course of lectures.  

XVith these  rese rva t ions  the  book can  be w a r m l y  r ecommended .  I t  is well p roduced  and  
r easonab ly  priced. E . P .  STI~;YN-PARVg (Utrecht)  


